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DR. SIMON A. LEVIN 
George M. Moffett Professor of Biology 
Director of the Center for BiocomPlexity '1 '. 

Princeton University _ ,,'\J 
Public Lecture: . 5 

~ .~ 
~~ .... , 

i\londor, December 4, 2006 

"Learning to Live in a Global Commons: 
Socioeconomic Challenges for a Sustainable 
Envirol1tnent" 

~ R Room, Alumll1 Center ~ 

~:\_ 3;1 ~'1". ~ t~ 
4:10 PM 

Scientific Lecture: ~ ~) ~ $ ~ ~ ~ _ 
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SIMON A. LEVIN 

Simon A. I.(,,·in n.:n :in:d hi:-. B.A. from Joh ns I lopl-ill s Unive.:rsit y :Ind hi:- Ph.D. in m:llhe.:m:Hics 
from I hc Univcrsi t \· uf J\larr bnd. I k was eh:li r 4 If thc' St:Ctitltl of 1 :.ct llt lg\· and Sn; tt:m:"ltics 
:"I t Corm·1I Uni \'e.: rsit\· from '1963 to 1992, and then se.:n·cd as Di re.:ctor . i the.: 1':c IIsys ICtllS 
Re.: li l,::lrch CL"IlfL"r, Ih~ CL"nlcr fo r Em'ironmcllI:lI l{cse.:arch and tllc Program 011 T h e.:ore.:tic:!1 
and CumplIIalitllla l Biology, ali well as Charles ,\ .. \ Icxandcr Profe.:ssor of Biologic il Sciences 
(1985- 1992). Since 1992, he h:-ts been :H Prince.:tlll\ Unin:rsit y whe re Ill..' is c lIrrclllly (~e.:orge 
f\ 1. r-. lo ffL·u Profcssorof Bitllogy:1nJ Director( )( llie.:Ccnre.:r for Biocomplcxil}':1tHI rc tai ns an 
Adjunc i Profl'ssorship:11 C()rncll . H is resc:lrch inlcre.:s ts are.: in underst:-t nding how m~Kroscopic 
p aue.:rns :lnd proccsses :tre.: lllaimaincd :lI lhe Ic.:\'c.:! of ecosyste.:ms and the biosphcre.:. in tl:1"111 S 
of ec()logic~d and e.:voIUlioll:-try mcch:ltlisms thaI ope.:ra re primarilY:1I thc 1c.:\'d of organi sms; 
in infe.:c tious C\ise.:a s(·s; and in the.: interf:lcc betwe.:e.: n b:-t sic and :tppl iL"d e.:cology, Pro fcs~( Ir Le"in 
is a Fdlow of thL" A111L"ricm A(adenw of Arr:-. :lnd Scie.:nce.:s and the ,\me.: ricln Ass()ciatinn 
for the.: Ad vatlCe mcm of Scie.:nce as \~ell as i\lc.: lllbe.:r of Ih e.: Natiuna l Acack-nw of Sc iences 
and the.: America n Ph iloso phic:ll Socie ty, He Chairs the C;ovl'rning CO ll nc il rl~ r I I"SA, and 
CO-ch:l irs the Scie.:nce Board ( ) I" rhe Santa Fe I nstirule.:. P rore.:s~(lr I .evill is :1 (or mer Pre.:sident 
of the Ecologicil Society of Americ:1 :l1ld rhe Soc iety for J\l:itli emalical Biology, alld :1 past 
C h:tir of the.: Iloard of the.: Ikijer InSlilltte of Ecological Economics, Among othe.:r aw:mls, 
h(' won th e J\ laci\ rthur Award (1988) and rhe Distinguished Ser vice Ci tation ( 191)8) of rhe.: 
Ecologic:!1 Socie.:ty of America , :lnd the Okubo ,\ward of the Soc ic ty for ,\iathe.:lll:I rictl 
Biology :lnd the.: J :lpane.:se.: 50cic ry for TheoretiGl.l Biology. f\ IOS I rcce.:mly. he.: was hono re.:d 
with the.: D r. A. II. I lcincke.:n Prize for En\'ironmenwl Scicnce.:s by thL" Royal Neth e.: rlands 
Aculcmy of Arts and Scie.:nt:e.:s (2004) :lIld the ~y()10 Prize in Basic Sc ie.:nccs (2005) by rhe 
In:llllori Foundat ion. In the.: course of his ca re.:er. Professor I.evin h:lS me.:nlOre.:d more th:lI1 
100 graduate.: swdellts and pos[cioclUr:l1 ft:11ows. 

TRACY AND RUTH STORER 
LECTURESHIP IN THE LIFE SCIENCES 

The TR,ICY ,IND RUT II STORJ ·: R LECTU RESl-llP IN Ti lE 1.1 1' ," SCII'.NCI 'S is "" 
endowed Jcc fll reship Cli l:lh lishe.:d in 1960 for the.: purpose.: of bringing emine.:nt b iolugist s 
from urhcr inst iHit io ns to particip:lI e in rhe acade.:mic community ot" Ihe D :I\'is Campus. 

The.: dOllo rs, Tracy I, SW 1"e.:r :lTld Ru th Ri sdon S\(l re.: r. alumni of the Uni"ers ity of C:tliforni:l, 
b ,.;g:t n their affili:nion with th e D :l\'is campus in 1923 whe.:n ' Ihcy I. SUlI'l"r \\':lS appointcd 
assis tallt profL"ssor and ass istatl[ zooltlgisr and laughr rhe.: lirst campus course in zoolugy. 

T r:-tcy Siorer became rh e founding cll:li r o f the.: D e.:p:trllllem of i'.oo logy. 1 lis I(JIl).!; and 
de.:\·oted scrvice.: 10 sc iencc :t lld thl' L' ni,"Crsi ry e.:nded with his death in 1973. 

RU lh Risdon Store.:r sha rL"d her husb:lnd 's commit menl tn furtheri ng schnbrsh ip in the 
life.: scie.: nces, She.: was thc only WOt1l:1n grad uate.: in The Llni\·e.:rsiry's f\ lc.:dical Schoo l class of 
19 1] :lnd \\ ':lS the.: fi rst woman pcdi:lIrici:ln in \ '010 COUlu y. She.: n:m:lint'd acti,"(' in the.: D :l\is 
cOT1ulluniry and Ihe L' n i\'e.:rsity umi l he.: r denth in 19SC!, 

T he Lec ture.:s hip \\':lS originall y known:ls the Alumni l .ectUl"eship itllhc Li fl: Sciences, in 
:1ccordance with the Sto re.:rs' desire- for :lnonym ity. 1 n 19-1 Tracy and RlIIh Storer re.:sponde.:d 

ro the request of frie.:nd s :tnd colk:lgUe.:S to :lllnw thc L' ni\'LTs iIY 10 n:tllle.: the I.e.:clu t"cshi p 
in th e.: ir hono r. Th e.: T RACY AN D RUT H ST O RE R I . I ':CTU [~I :.S ! lIP IN Till ': I.IF I :. 
SC II ~NC F.s se rvcS :IS:l tnL"lllori:l lIO til l' Srorcr~' li (Cl'illll' (I f xe.: n 'ice.: tel th e.: L'ni\'lTsi t\", :lnd 
full ills Ihl·irde.:~ire I hat Illt·mhe.:rs of I h(' Uni\"crsi ty co mt1lull ilY CI ItltimH..· III cnjoy thc hc'nd il!"> 
(If ass(Jc ia linn wi lh di:-;tinguished visiT ing scientisls. 

STORER LIFE SCIENCES LECTURERS 

1 '. rnc~1 \x: C:t ~p.t n . Profl' ~~ll r "f Bi()lo~y. lJlli\"l'r~ily I,f RI IC hl.:Slcr. ( kll ,Ix:r 5-1 (" 11)(,:1. Dc\ c1opml.:ntal 
(;I.: IlCltcs. 

Vi nn'llI G. Dl.:lhll'r. proti:~~!lr ,.f Physiol,,~~'. L'niversil\ Ilf Pl' nll ~~ I\'a l\la. ()CII.I>er 1- 3 1, 11}(16. I n~lT I 

I Jh~·~ i"I, ».:~: 

Ernsl i"- I:t ~-r, Pmfe~:-.' If of I.oolngy, H:IT\'ard L: nh l'r:< lI y. :-'l:Iy - -20. 11)6 i. '\nllllal EVI/lulio n. 

Alfred S. Romer. )lrHfl.: s~1 ,r "f Zoology. I br\':ml L l nin'T~ it y. " lInl I -Ii 19Mt Vertebr:lIl' I-:\·olillion. 

I']izai)l'th C. C nldJl. l' nlli.'~~1 ,r 1'1' Anat 'JIl lY. Uni\'er~II\' (If ;\ l ichi~:Ln . l'\1J\'cml)l'r 3· 15. 19(,8. I lulilall 

Allau/my. 

\x:n Bill i ng~, lin '(l'W ,r (,I' 1\111 :1ny. Dukl.: Uni\·crsity. J :lllu:lry 5- 18, 11)(,9. I'bnl I -:ClIIII)-:~·. 

Fr:lllk h ' lltll 'r, l1u'celor, J"hn Curtin Sch"n l o f l\1cdieal Rcsl·a rch. i\u~lr:l! ian N:ll ioll:ll Ul1inT~ill. 
C:tnlx:rr:t, ,\u"lr;I II:1. April 13·23. 19(11). 1·: pidclIli()I,,).:\·. 

,\. Frc\'_ \\ \~shn!4, I'n,fl.:ssor "I' BOIalll , F.idl:en"s~idle Tl'Ch nbchc Ilot:h~chul l.: , Zunt:h. S\\"I1;t..:rI:lI1d . • \pnl 
5- i9, 1'1)70, i'l.lI11 Ph~·s i "!ogy. . . 

Ca rl I .. I luhbs. St:ripps lnstitul i(JIl o f t)Cl~:l nl /gr:lphy, ( lll1 \'ersi IY I)f < ::lhf!,rnia, S:ln 11icg'l. NI l\·l.:lllber 
11 -23, !'J7u. Ichthyology, 

I I. I .. Kornberg. Pn Ifl.:ssor of Biochcmi:-.tr~. L" ni\'ersu y of I.(.'icester, l .ciccster, FnJ.:1.lIld. FdJnt :Jr~' 1· 12, 
I 'nl. Bi, 'Chel111"lr~·. 

Il i1. tn K" lm", ~k i, \X 'isl:!r InS[111111.:, Un i\"t; r~ i ly of PI.: III I~\ IV:l ll ia. NII\'nlll'l.:r 22- l1el.:l.:mbl·r 3. l1J7 1. 
Virulogy, Cdl Brnlog:y. 

(;1.:01).:1.: Be:ldk. l ·III\·t·rsilY (.1' Chic:lgo, (; n1l.:lics; and ;\ ll1ncl Ik :ldl l.:. Chrld Psychol,').:y. Jallu:lry 1--28. 

1972. 

Slerlin).: I lcndricb. "wicuhurc Itl.:~carch Sl'r\'icl'. U.S. D.t\. . BelIS\·illl·, ;\ brybnd. :-' b y 1-12, 19-2. 

(;l'or~l' Ga~ Ilml Simpson. '!11l' Sim rol.: 1:( lUlltbtion, · I 'u~ca ll . . \ri71111l. {lctobcr 16-27. 1972. Vertcbralc 

P.lll'onlOl" .l:Y· 
Sir ,\tlll S. P:lTke~, ' rhe G :IIHII1 I:oumblll.n. l..om!IJIl. 1 ~ llgl.tnd. Fcilru:try 23- 1\ I:trch 9, 1973. Phy~iology. 

Petcr It ;\brler, D irector Hdd Ik SC":J rch Cl.: lll er tor F colo).:}" :tnd Ethol,,~y. T hc !{l lCkl.: rlclll'r l 'niversiry. 
?'ew Yurko i'-.Y .. f\priI 9-20. 19-3. \'crtd,r:1I1.: Bcha\IOT. 

G":(lf)..:C C. COIJ:I:t ~. ;\1.0., ;\kdic:ll Rcsl"3reh Cl'nter, Bnll ,kh:I\·1.:1l N:UII u l :l I I ;Ib.IJ":\ \lI~·. ;\ b~ - - I S. 1973. 

:-'1cd ical Phrsi'll"gy. 

F.ugene I~ 001 \1111, Pro fcssor Z,,( ,lng~' :1Il.! Direnor of Ihe In~li l\U l' "f Ecology. University of (;I.:orgia. 
Nowll\ber 6- 13, 1973. 1 ~((,I(}gy. 

[lcta Alcxander. Dirl'ctor, Tumor lnumnllliogy L'lhor:llory, Chc~lcr Ik:lu~' Rcsc:lrch Insli l\lll·. Roy:,1 
,\I ars<kn <:;LI\Ccr 111)sp it: tl, I':ngbml . N,"'Crnl)l'r 12 · 16, 1973. ' l'III11<Jr l tllllltJll1llll~y, 

11:I"is /\. 11 :llllhurg. I\ I.D .. RCI.:lI- ll od).:son I' rorl.: s~or of Biulogr :tllll Prirn:llo!o~y, Dcpartment of 
I'~ychiatry. Sian ti.,nl L' ni \"crsity SchOlJIIlf :-' Icd icine. :-' Iart:h 4 15. 197,1. Psychi:t! ry. 

1(1.:111 \'. llallll1.: r}, Professor :lIld C ur:uor, ,\l U~CUIll of " nlh ropoll 'g~'. l 'ni\'cf"ity of Michi).:'ln. April I- IS, 
I'F4. Gco~r:lph}·. 

(;:Irretl I I:lrdi ll, IlrllfesslJr I.t" I lulllan 1:.ClI!I'gy. l l ni\'l'r~i l r Ilf Cllif(lrnia, Sanl:t Ibrl,:tr:l. NI.n·mhcr 4- 1:'), 
l 'r4 . I lum.1Il Ecolngy. 

I(l'1lIleth J. C:lfpe l1tl.:r, l 'nin'rsilY IATlurcr in i'\Utrlllon, l ' Il1\I.:r.rny uf CambridJ.(e. C:lmb ridgt·, England. 
;\t.l rch 30-,\pnI9. 19i:'). l'\ ulri lion. 

;\ lurr:l ~ S. BlulII. I'n , fe~s"r "f 1 :. nitllll(1ll~y. Ll ni\"l'r~i l y ( ,f (;l.:ll rgi:L. Alhcns. April 2t1 -,\lay 2. I !)75. 

1 ·: 1l1l1l11011/)..:~. 

Bert \\: ()';\bllt·\. ,\1.0., Dqlarullt:lH of Cdl Biolo)..:y, Ihdor College o f ,\lcdicllle, Ilou~lon, Tcxas. 
{)clI .I)l.:f 20 -") 1. 1975. Cdt Bi( llog ~: 

Sn\nc\" I\ rl.:11III.:r Divisio n o f Cdl Biulo).!\" Ilf ti ll.: ,\kd ical Ikse:lrch Coundl J ~ Ihor:t ll) rv of ,\ lol l.:euhr 
. Bi~llog~', C:u~lhrid~I.:' Engl:lIld. Aprii i 2-23, l(r(l. :-' ln1ccubr Biulogy. . 

Pcter:-;. C:lrbon, Prufessur, Departlllent of C rop and Soil Sciencc~. ,\lieh i).::111 Stall: L' nil ersilY. East 
I ;ulsin).!, :-'J ichlg;Ln . :-' Iay 17-2t:i. 1976. I'LUlt SI,m:ll lc ( :dl ( ; ..:nelll.:s. 

R'Igl.: r Y. St:llli..:r. Ch:lir!llan, ,\ l i c rl)bi:ll l'h )'~i"logy, 1':1 ~ Il'Ur Imt ililte, 1'. l r i ~, Fr:ulcc. NOI'Cl n bcr 22 
l) eeemJlcr 1, l'r(l. ,\licf/ ,bi,)lo.I!Y· 

Pctcr ,\lI ll'r.hcI1H. PT<lt"c~~I>r. ])cp:mllll.:l1h I ,f < :hemi~lry .Hld ;\h ,lcl.:uLir. Cc1lul.lf :lml D ..:n-II'p1ll l·m:11 
niol".l:y,l ' !l1 \'1.: r~il} o f Cnlurado.J.lllll.1r\ 2,I . Ft:hfu : lr~··1. 11)77. PI.IllI Seknt:l.:. 

.k!"l' ,\kad , ,\L o. . Cl"Cil 1-.: •. mll Philip Dnnkn Prtl(l'~" ,r,.t 1:.11\ i 
I ;cbru:t~ 22 .\larch 4, l'r-, Em"tr' 1I11llclU:ll Ph~"IO,I" .I.!\ ' 

:-\J. ~1I1gcr. Pr(lfc:-~n r ot Bio]o).!y. L!nin~n. lly of Cthf"ml.l, :-:Ul r 
I Slt\physic~. 

J:unc .. D. Ebl'rl, Prnidl;l1t :lIId Directo r, ,\Llnne Illol").!!!' .11 L'llx, 

Non:mbn 20-30, 19--. I ~muryurug\·. 

Sir Kl"ltnclh l\I:u.ll: r, FRS, Chicf Sell"llIllle ()fliccr :amI [)'flT ln r 

,\ I.I.:rdccn, SCI II land. Fcbru :lr~ 8- 15. 11)7H. ,\111111.11 ~nl·nc(:. 

I :.ric II . D .1\'I,I:-11I1, i'rof('SS( lf Bi. ,11 Igy. Clli[llrni:1 I rNllUl l ' III 'Ii.', 

J urg('n .\ schnff. Director, ;\ 1:1, P!:tnek Jn l- iilute fnr lkll.l\'iof:lll: 
(;Cr1l1:l n~ . (>ClUb.'r 9-2(), \'rs. Ph~!'< lIllt,!-\~. 
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