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Leslie B Vosshall is the Robin Chemers Neustein Professor, Head of the Laboratory of 
Neurogenetics and Behavior, and Director of the Kavli Neural Systems Institute at The Rockefeller 
University. She is a molecular neurobiologist known for her work on the genetic basis of chemosensory 
behavior in both insects and humans. Her notable contributions to science include the discovery of the insect 
odorant receptors, and the elucidation of general principles regarding their function, expression, and the 
connectivity of the sensory neurons that express them to primary processing centers in the brain. She 
founded the Rockefeller University Smell Study in 2004 with the goal of understanding the mechanisms by 
which odor stimuli are converted to olfactory percepts.  

Professor Vosshall received an A.B. in Biochemistry from Columbia University in 1987 and a Ph.D. 
from Rockefeller University in 1993. Following postdoctoral work at Columbia University, she joined the 
Rockefeller faculty in 2000. She is the recipient of the 2008 Lawrence C. Katz Prize from Duke University, 
the 2010 DART/NYU Biotechnology Award, the 2011 Gill Young Investigator Award. Professor Vosshall 
is an elected fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science, and a member of the 
National Academy of Sciences. 
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